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We are mindful that the COVID-19 pandemic is causing 
a great deal of concern and uncertainty for the Shire 
of Halls Creek community and in an effort to reduce 
the burden on households, the State Government has 
announced rate fees and charges will be frozen at 
2019/2020 levels. 

Local Government Minister, David Templeman, issued 
a Ministerial Order requesting all Local Governments 
to aim for NIL increases and adopt COVID Hardship 
Policy. The Shire of Halls Creek understands the chal-
lenges households are currently facing and has decid-
ed that rates and fee charges for 2020/2021 will follow 
closely to that set in 2019/2020. 

Message from our CEO...

Noel Mason

Newsletter

Annual Budget presented and adopted by Council at Ordinary meeting on Thursday 20 August 2020 
made the following recommendations until the impact of COVID-19 is known: 

• Rates kept at same level from 2019-20
• Valuation increases for pastoral not used
• Minimum rates remain as 2019-20
• Rubbish rates unchanged from 2019-20
• COVID Hardship Policy adopted
• Interest on balances changed.

The focus for the 2020/2021 period for the Shire roadworks crew will to continue to progress capital 
upgrade works as part of the Duncan Gordon Downs Rd upgrade project. A key priority is the up-
grade of the Sturt Creek crossing on Gordon Downs Rd to a sealed floodway with culvert structures.

Road work grants, stimulus and MRWA programs will see as the biggest ever program conducted by 
the Shire. 

Road projects: 
• Duncan Gordon Road project – in conjunction with MRWA this three-year program is in year one

with the Gordon Road and Sturt Creek crossing as the focus ($10m).
• Tanami Road – two years of regional road group grants to be spent with additional Aboriginal

Access road grants Duncan Road - ($800k)
• Balgo Road – Aboriginal Access grants ($1.740m)
• Carranya Road – ($210k)
• Lake Gregory Road – ($265k)
• Flood damage 2019-20 – Claim still outstanding with MRWA

Noel Mason 
Shire of Halls Creek, CEO
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A justice reinvestment program in Halls Creek, one of the 
most remote Aboriginal communities in WA has seen a 58 
per cent reduction in burglary offences, a huge achieve-
ment while the community also fights the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
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Youth Engagement Night Officers – Olabud Doogethu Smart Justice Project (Left to Right): Jacob Bradshaw, Cleeve 
Stretch, Dennis Chungulla,

Gavan Stretch, Senator Dean Smith, Dean Mosquito and Doug Morgan.

The first justice reinvestment site in WA, Olabud Doogethu, 
translating to “Everyone Together” in Kriol, is an Aboriginal 
designed and led project, aimed at creating safer commu-
nities and healthier families. 

The Olabud Doogethu project, established by the Youth 
Engagement Night Officers (YENO), a team that focuses 
on building community trust and respect through family 
support networks works with 11 Aboriginal communities. 

YENO seek to engage positively with children at risk who 
are out at night and identify the support these children 
need. With 100 per cent indigenous employment rate 
and deep community family ties in Halls Creek, the Night 
Officers work together with police, schools and families to 
create holistic support systems for youth at risk. 

Since its implementation in August 2019, there has been a 
35 per cent reduction in stolen motor vehicles and a 28 per 
cent reduction in stealing offences. 

When COVID-19 reached the Kimberley Region, with four 
previously recorded cases in Halls Creek, widespread 
panic broke out in the communities. Through their own 
initiative, YENO launched a door-to-door education cam-
paign to speak to families about COVID-19. 

Aaron Little, a Halls Creek Night Officer with YENO said 
the community had little knowledge on COVID-19 and its 
severity so they provided the information that was lacking 
and helped to combat myths.

“Everyone was a bit unsure at the beginning, due to being 
unaware of it, the severity, and everyone needing a bit 
more knowledge. It was an uphill battle doing the door 
knocking. [We] provided information about it [COVID- 19]... 
a lot of people actually wanted to leave the town and get 
out to the bush.” 

“The YENO team has their night presence, the vehicle, they 
drive around and they collect the names and stats of the 
night presence of the youth and they offer them assis-
tance and even a friendly chat. We’ll go through the next 
day [with the police] and figure out whose street presence 
is on the rise and then we’ll do a follow up with the family 
support network,” he said

“We [YENO] all come from different areas within the town... 
Everyone’s related somehow, there’s a respect level for the 
YENO team and it has proved itself pretty beneficial.” Mr 
Little said. 

JUSTICE REINVESTMENT PROGRAM REDUCE 
CRIME RATES IN HALLS CREEK
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Post Office Cash Withdrawal 
Since the start of the Covid 
19 epidemic there has 
been a high demand for 
cash withdrawals at the 
Halls Creek Post Office.  At 
times the demand for cash 
exceeds the amount we 
have available and to en-
sure most customers get at 
least some money, we may 

restrict the amount of cash 
to be withdrawn to not ex-
ceed $300.00 per customer 
per day.   We apologise 
for the inconvenience to 
some customers.  Making 
cash available to the wider 
Community in this way  is 
supported  by Council.

Introducing Jess Morice
My name is Jess Morice and I 
am the Team Leader of Olabud 
Doogethu. I have come to 
this lovely community from 
Launceston in Tasmania. I have 
a Bachelor of Social Work from 
the University of Tasmania and 
have a Graduate Certificate in 
Developmental Trauma with the 
Australian Childhood Foun-
dation (Qualified Therapeutic 
Specialist). 

My work experience includes; 
alcohol and other drugs, mental 
health, child and family servic-
es, out of home care and ten 
years in the finance sector. I 
have come here to continue the 
wonderful work the Olabud Doo-
gethu Team has been doing. I 
am looking forward to meeting 
everyone and thank you for the 
nice welcome.

Edition 01/Sept

Tourism Centre Hours
Due to the Covid 19 ep-
idemic and the reduced 
number of visitors to Halls 
Creek, the Tourism Centre’s 
opening hours are 11 am to 
1.00 pm, Monday to Friday 
until further notice.

Next council meeting - 15th October 2020 at 4.30PM - Council Chambers
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HAWKS, AND 

WELL PLAYED ROOS: GREAT GRAND FINAL. 
Photos By: Mark Cavill

Newsletter
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Pool Rules
• Children under the age of 14 need to

be supervised by somone 18 years
and over.

• Lifeguards are NOT babysitters
• A cleansing shower is requried before

entering the pool.
• As a parent you need to actively
• supervise your child.
• Be prepared: ensure you have
• everything you need BEFORE entering

the Rec Centre. Otherwise if you leave
you will have to take any children un-
der your supervision with you.

• Be close always within arms’ reach of
your child.you can NEVER leave your
child alone in the water nor should
they be left in

• the care of an older child or the
• lifeguard.

Edition 01/Sept

Entry Rules
• Children under the age of 15 must be actively supervised by a
• parent or guardian 18 years and over at all times in the aquatic
• area. The Child needs to remain in the pool where he or she can

be seen by the supervising person.
• Supervisors of 14-year-old and under children can supervise no
• more than 4 children.
• Children under the age of 5 must be accompanied into the cen-

tre by a responsible adult and supervised within arm’s reach at
all times.

• Supervisors of children under 5 can supervise no more than 4
• children.
• Children under 5 need to wear appropriate swimming attire.
• If a child is unsupervised, he/she will be removed from the cen-

tre (parents/relatives will be contacted by the Police if child is
too young to leave on his/her own)

• Regardless of age a child if they are a poor swimming they will
be removed from the water if the lifeguard is concerned for the
safety of the child.

• Entry is currently free for all patrons.
• No rough play is to be permitted.
• Smoking in the facility is strictly prohibited.
• No eating close to the water area of the pool.
• No chewing gum or salty plums allowed into the facility.
• No running around the pools.
• Diving only from the deep end of the lap pool. No diving permit-

ted into leisure pool
• No Standing or sitting on the leisure pool raised area around the

spa.
• No hanging from the water spouts.
• No hard balls in lap pool or leisure pool.
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The removal of Covid 19 proximity restrictions means the Shire Library (Main 
Shire Office – 7 Thomas Street) has resumed normal opening hours of 8.00 am 

to 4.00 pm, Monday to Friday.  New library books, DVDs and audiobooks are 
available 

Library Services back to normal

Let us help you share your story!

The Shire of Halls Creek would like to showcase stories and photographs from 
across the region. Residents, ratepayers and Council staff are invited to submit 

their articles and original photos for consideration. 
Please send your materials to hcshire@hcshire.wa.gov.au

Newsletter




