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MEDIA STATEMENT
Monday, 6 July 2026
Local Government Inspector appoints Monitor to Halls Creek
Former local government commissioner appointed as Monitor to Shire of Halls Creek
Jeff Gooding PSM, to gather information and report back to the Inspector on practices at the Kimberley shire

Jeff Gooding PSM has been appointed as Local Government Monitor to the Shire of Halls Creek, commencing 7 July 2026.
Mr Gooding was Commissioner at the Shire of Derby West Kimberley in 2025 and has more than 40 years of experience working in senior roles in local and state government.
He was chief executive officer and a board member at the Kimberley Development Commission and continues to serve on boards of community and charity groups in the Kimberley region.
Mr Gooding is tasked with monitoring practices and decisions at the Shire, and improving governance through advice to elected council and administration.
The Shire of Halls Creek covers more than 143,000 square kilometres and has a population of less than 4,000 people.
The appointment is for 5 months but can be extended if required.  
Comments attributed to Tony Brown, Local Government Inspector:
“The Local Government Monitor will ensure the Shire of Halls Creek can provide the best service to their community by improving their governance and decision-making practices.
“Jeff Gooding PSM has a wealth of knowledge and experience in state and local government and is well respected in the Kimberley region. 
“Mr Gooding’s experience in driving good governance across complex organisations will provide the stability the Shire requires.”

Media enquiries: lginspector.media@lgirs.wa.gov.au

About the Local Government Inspector
Independent oversight for accountable and effective local governments in Western Australia.
www.lginspector.wa.gov.au
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